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FEDERAL BUDGET, ROAD FUNDING 

1. Mr A.D. McRAE to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure: 
Will the minister advise whether the federal government budget handed down last night contains a threat to 
withdraw committed road funding from Western Australia?   

Ms A.J. MacTIERNAN replied: 
I thank the member for Riverton.  I know he has been playing a very constructive role in trying to resolve long-
term transport planning issues in his area in a creative and enlightened way.  The member has a commitment to 
sustainable planning and transport.   

The Treasurer said earlier that the federal budget contained no nice surprises but some unpleasant surprises.  Of 
course, one of those related to road funding.  We must record that this year our funding has been slashed by 
nearly $79.1 million.  Last year our somewhat pitiful allocation was $84.6 million, and this year it is down to 
$72.7 million.  If that were not bad enough, the office of the federal Minister for Transport and Regional 
Services late last evening issued a press release saying that he would withdraw an additional promised 
$15 million if we did not proceed with Roe Highway.   

Mr M.F. Board:  He was going to give you $15 million.  Have you read the press release?   

Ms A.J. MacTIERNAN:  I have read the press release. 

Mr M.F. Board:  Why don’t you read the press release to the Parliament?  That would be a good idea.   

Ms A.J. MacTIERNAN:  The member should tell us what it says.  I am happy to read it.  The press release says -  

Several members interjected. 

Ms A.J. MacTIERNAN:  What did it say?   

Mr M.F. Board:  Tell us and we will all know.   

The SPEAKER:  Members, this is question time.  The Opposition gets to ask the questions; it does not get to 
answer them.  The minister is on her feet answering a question.  Certain members may not wish to hear the 
answer, but the rest of us do.   

Ms A.J. MacTIERNAN:  The media release is very clear.  It says that there is an additional grant of $15 million, 
which we will not receive if we proceed with the deletion of the Fremantle eastern bypass.   

Mr M.F. Board:  They are trying to get you to get on with the job.   

Ms A.J. MacTIERNAN:  I am trying to educate the member for Murdoch.  It is a big process.  The first point is 
that there is no $15 million.  That is what is so bizarre about the media statement.  We rang the minister’s office.  
After getting hold of a letter he subsequently wrote and the budget papers, we found that there is no additional 
grant of $15 million.  The federal minister was referring to a $15 million grant for Roe Highway stages 6 and 7, 
which is to be provided this year but which has been in the budget papers for the past three years.  It started with 
an untruth.  There is no additional $15 million.  The Commonwealth is threatening to withdraw the $15 million it 
has already committed.  We are supposed to get another $26 million in the second year.  From a contractual 
point of view, this is quite unfair.  We have committed ourselves.  We have entered into the contracts for Roe 
Highway stage 6, and the federal Government is now saying it will not provide the funding it has promised.  
Something in the order of $41 million is at threat.   

This announcement last night was a little scam dreamt up by Councillor Russell Aubrey in conjunction with the 
member for Murdoch and the Liberal Party glitterati, otherwise known as Save our Suburbs, of which Hon 
Murray Criddle is an honorary member.  Members of Save our Suburbs include Richard Lewis and Graham 
Kierath - all the comeback kids.   

Mr R.C. Kucera:  What about Doug Shave, the future leader?   

Ms A.J. MacTIERNAN:  He could well be a member, although I think he is a bit too sensible to sign up to that 
ludicrous proposition.  They had this grouse idea to ask the federal minister to withdraw our funding so that we 
could not build Roe Highway stage 7. 

Mr M.F. Board:  Rubbish.   

Ms A.J. MacTIERNAN:  The member for Carine proudly announced it.  Councillor Russell Aubrey and the 
chief executive officer of the City of Melville went to see John Anderson.  Of course, this upset the City of 
Canning.  It was very concerned because it knew the devastation that would occur.  It received from the federal 
minister’s office a letter regarding Roe Highway, which states -  
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 . . . the Commonwealth’s commitment was linked to Stages 6 and 7 and was not -  

I stress that -  

dependent on construction of Stage 8.   

 . . .  

The project has clear benefits for trade and regional development and meets the criteria for Roads of 
National Importance (RONI) funding.   

The letter states also -  

 . . . the Minister does not believe it is appropriate to withhold further Commonwealth funding for the 
Roe Highway extension.   

That is what the letter states.  I want members to understand what the member for Murdoch’s little plan is doing.  

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Order!  I call to order the members for Peel, Murdoch, Alfred Cove and Riverton.   

Ms A.J. MacTIERNAN:  I hope commonsense prevails.  I hope the sheer planning nonsense of this becomes 
apparent, because, on any analysis, everyone understands and agrees, no matter what side of politics he or she is 
on, that Roe Highway needs to be completed to Kwinana Freeway.  If this goes ahead, Roe Highway stage 7 will 
not be undertaken -  

Mr M.F. Board:  It has nothing to do with Roe 7. 

Ms A.J. MacTIERNAN:  Of course it has everything to do with Roe 7.  This is what the money is for.  Roe 
Highway stage 7 will not be undertaken for at least four years, and it is the constituents of the member for 
Murdoch who will suffer.  

Mr M.F. Board interjected.   

The SPEAKER:  Order!  I call to order the member for Murdoch for the second time. 
 


